
Refereed abstract 
received in September  
- October with the 
return deadline three 
days away!



How to write a faultless How to write a faultless 
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MSSA conference abstracts MSSA conference abstracts 
are returned becauseare returned because…………

The content is unacceptableThe content is unacceptable
–– No information, no order, poor spelling, No information, no order, poor spelling, 

illogical, unscientific, incomplete, illogical, unscientific, incomplete, 
incomprehensibleincomprehensible

The format is incorrectThe format is incorrect
–– Does not follow instructions to authorsDoes not follow instructions to authors



““The conference The conference 
abstracts needsabstracts needs…”

All scientific writing is All scientific writing is ……
…”

A clear titleA clear title
Some indication of Some indication of 
the messagethe message
Whether it is to be Whether it is to be 
believedbelieved
Not to reveal allNot to reveal all

……like a good striptease like a good striptease 
artiste leaving something artiste leaving something 
good and unexpected for good and unexpected for 
the performancethe performance

……WhimsterWhimster, 1997 , 1997 

Highly stylisedHighly stylised
Four distinct component Four distinct component 
partsparts
–– What was the problem?What was the problem?

IntroductionIntroduction

–– How did you study the How did you study the 
problem? problem? 

Methods and materialsMethods and materials

–– What did you find?What did you find?
ResultsResults

–– What do these findings What do these findings 
mean?mean?

DiscussionDiscussion



There are two general types of There are two general types of 
MSSA studiesMSSA studies

Laboratory studiesLaboratory studies
–– LogicLogic
–– Clarity Clarity 
–– Precision

Descriptive studiesDescriptive studies
–– DonDon’’t lend themselves t lend themselves 

easily to this easily to this 
framework framework egeg

Field studiesField studies
Clinical studiesClinical studies
Taxonomic workTaxonomic work
Materials studiesMaterials studies

–– Need a logical Need a logical 
progression from progression from 
problem to solution

Precision

problem to solution



TitleTitle

Descriptive sentence stating the exact Descriptive sentence stating the exact 
topic of the reporttopic of the report
It should inform the reader of It should inform the reader of 
–– Groups being studiedGroups being studied
–– Effect of one thing on anotherEffect of one thing on another

Concise, informativeConcise, informative
Names and affiliations of investigatorsNames and affiliations of investigators



Groups? Effect?

ULTRASTRUCTURAL, ULTRACYTOCHEMICAL AND 
MORPHOLOGICAL CHARACTERIZATION OF 
ENTAMOEBA PARASITE-HOST RELATIONSHIPS

Concise?
Informative?

Authors 
Affiliations



Authorship

Reasonable rational people become Reasonable rational people become 
the bitterest of enemies because they the bitterest of enemies because they 

could not agree on who was to be could not agree on who was to be 
included as an author or in which included as an author or in which 

order they should go.order they should go.
Day, 1983Day, 1983



Doctoral Student Sues Over First Authorship 

A lawsuit over first authorship ended with a 
former doctoral student in molecular biology 
winning over his professor when a German 
judge ruled that an implicit contract was 
breached when the professor substituted 
herself as first author on the final draft 
according to Nature. 

The judge said the original verbal agreement 
bestowing first authorship on the doctoral 
candidate constituted an implicit contract 
because first authorship was not disputed in 
the 14 months of paper preparation. 

The doctoral candidate sued the professor 
before the paper was submitted for 
publication, alleging that the professor had 
substituted herself as first author on the 
final draft without reasonable cause. The 
court immediately issued an injunction 
preventing publication. 

The professor said the contribution by the 
doctoral candidate did not warrant first 
authorship. The doctoral student replied 
that he had independently 

carried out experiments and helped to write 
the paper. 



The hidden message behind The hidden message behind 
author rankingauthor ranking

Single authorSingle author
–– Very bright but not a team personVery bright but not a team person
First authorFirst author
–– The one who made the greatest contributionThe one who made the greatest contribution
Postgraduate researchPostgraduate research
–– Student first, supervisor second = good Student first, supervisor second = good 

mannersmanners
Head of laboratory in last positionHead of laboratory in last position
–– Last position most prestigious Last position most prestigious 



To counter scientific fraudTo counter scientific fraud

Some journals have a standard Some journals have a standard 
letter which all authors sign on letter which all authors sign on 
submission submission 
–– Agree to the written textAgree to the written text
–– Validate the researchValidate the research
–– Accept intellectual responsibilityAccept intellectual responsibility

All guilty if fraud is uncoveredAll guilty if fraud is uncovered



IntroductionIntroduction

Supply sufficient background information Supply sufficient background information 
to allow the reader to:to allow the reader to:
–– Understand the rationale of the studyUnderstand the rationale of the study
–– Evaluate previous results without having to Evaluate previous results without having to 

refer to other publicationsrefer to other publications
–– Clearly defined aimClearly defined aim

Correspond with the conclusionsCorrespond with the conclusions

Brevity Brevity 



Rationale 
of study?Previous 

work?

Aim
Brevity 

? 5 x 
PhDs



MethodsMethods

How the study was How the study was 
carried outcarried out
Three main points of Three main points of 
interest

–– SubjectsSubjects
Who were theyWho were they
How manyHow many
How were they selectedHow were they selected

–– ApparatusApparatus
EquipmentEquipment
ReagentsReagents

–– ProcedureProcedure
Specimen preparationSpecimen preparation
Measurement and/or Measurement and/or 
assessmentassessment
Data collectionData collection
Statistical manipulation

interest

Statistical manipulation



Selection

No 
numbers

Apparatus
Reagents? Procedure

Subjects

What about?
Assessment; Measurement; 
Data collection; Statistics

Data manipulation



Begin writing the abstract Begin writing the abstract 
while the work is in progress. while the work is in progress. 
This makes the writing easier This makes the writing easier 

while everything is still fresh in while everything is still fresh in 
your mind your mind -- especially for especially for 

methodology. methodology. 
Day, 1983Day, 1983



ResultsResults

Presents findingsPresents findings
Draws attention to points of interestDraws attention to points of interest
Displays Displays summarisedsummarised and and analysedanalysed datadata
–– micrographs, tables, graphs, statsmicrographs, tables, graphs, stats

be sure these are correctly labeled and identifiedbe sure these are correctly labeled and identified



Findings?

Points of 
interest?

Data?
Micrographs?



DiscussionDiscussion

Discuss results in context of aimsDiscuss results in context of aims
–– Did you find what you expected?Did you find what you expected?
–– Compare results with previous studies?Compare results with previous studies?
–– Why were your results un/expected? Why were your results un/expected? 

Avoid unimportant, unconstructive and Avoid unimportant, unconstructive and 
negative argumentnegative argument
Speculation ??Speculation ??
End positively!End positively!



Too much of 
everything!



The preparation of a good abstract The preparation of a good abstract 
has almost nothing to do with has almost nothing to do with 

literary skill but everything to do literary skill but everything to do 
with organisation with organisation --

of both content and constructionof both content and construction



ConclusionConclusion

Main findings Main findings summarisedsummarised
Suggestions made for further researchSuggestions made for further research
Taking findings and Taking findings and generalisinggeneralising them to them to 
phenomena not directly tested in the phenomena not directly tested in the 
present researchpresent research



Do you remember 
the Aim?



Main 
findings

Do you remember 
the Aim? Generalising



ReferencesReferences

List only significant published referencesList only significant published references
No secondary sourcesNo secondary sources
–– Unpublished data; in press; abstracts; thesesUnpublished data; in press; abstracts; theses

Check all parts of reference for accuracy Check all parts of reference for accuracy 
against original publicationagainst original publication
Ensure the number in the text Ensure the number in the text 
corresponds with the correct reference   corresponds with the correct reference   



Space

Caps



The extended abstract can The extended abstract can 
supply virtually as much detail supply virtually as much detail 
as a full paper. What it lacks is as a full paper. What it lacks is 
experimental detail. Precisely experimental detail. Precisely 
because it lacks experimental because it lacks experimental 
detail it cannot qualify as a detail it cannot qualify as a 
scientific paper.scientific paper.

Day, 1983Day, 1983



Why is it necessary to follow the Why is it necessary to follow the 
instructions to authors?instructions to authors?

CameraCamera--ready copy reduces printing costsready copy reduces printing costs
Eliminates typesettingEliminates typesetting
Consistent font, style and size brings Consistent font, style and size brings 
uniformity to the publicationuniformity to the publication
–– Appearances are everything!Appearances are everything!
Distributed to:Distributed to:
–– 9 local and overseas libraries; 4 electronic 9 local and overseas libraries; 4 electronic 

abstracting services; 5 subscription services abstracting services; 5 subscription services 



If you were a referee If you were a referee ……



Why three pages when two are Why three pages when two are 
all that is permitted?all that is permitted?



The headingThe heading

The titleThe title
–– Bold capitals, Bold capitals, centredcentred, 14> words, 14> words
SPACESPACE
Authors namesAuthors names
–– Mixed case, Mixed case, centredcentred, one line, no end punctuation, one line, no end punctuation
SPACESPACE
AffiliationsAffiliations
–– Mixed case, Mixed case, centredcentred, one line,  no end punctuation, one line,  no end punctuation
SPACESPACE



17 
words?

1 
line?

,

1 line, 
centred?



Poor Poor 
printprint

qualityquality



Some have too much to saySome have too much to say…………. but . but 
thatthat’’s OKs OK



…….. others struggle for words! .. others struggle for words! 

Blank 
space

Ragged 
margin



…….. others struggle for words!.. others struggle for words!

Increased 
font size 

Lift bottom 
margin 



Acknowledgements

Micrographs

Good idea 
to save 
space 



Referees pleaseReferees please…………..
RefereeshipRefereeship does not does not 
mean compulsory mean compulsory 
correctioncorrection
Be reasonable when Be reasonable when 
editingediting
DonDon’’t tamper with the t tamper with the 
authors personal styleauthors personal style
Be openBe open--minded about minded about 
the methodthe method
–– there is more than one way there is more than one way 

to tackle a research to tackle a research 
problem! problem! 



Authors please Authors please ……………………………………..! ..! 

Timely completion of  Timely completion of  
abstractsabstracts
Submit the best Submit the best 
abstract you canabstract you can
Adhere to instructionsAdhere to instructions
DonDon’’t use the review t use the review 
process as part of process as part of 
abstract preparationabstract preparation



MSSA abstract is MSSA abstract is notnot a primary publicationa primary publication

Publication in MSSA proceedings is not a bar to Publication in MSSA proceedings is not a bar to 
later publicationlater publication
–– Copyright is vested with author Copyright is vested with author –– not MSSAnot MSSA
–– It can be validly published elsewhereIt can be validly published elsewhere

The difference being:The difference being:
–– The loose ends are tied upThe loose ends are tied up
–– All essential details recordedAll essential details recorded
–– Any competent worker could repeat the resultsAny competent worker could repeat the results
–– All original data can and must be published in a All original data can and must be published in a 

primary journalprimary journal

So publish already … for your own sake!!



Many scientists after months or Many scientists after months or 
years of hard work to secure data years of hard work to secure data 
will let much of their value be lost will let much of their value be lost 
because of lack of interest in the because of lack of interest in the 

communication process. communication process. 
WhimsterWhimster,  1997,  1997



……..and I mean the ..and I mean the 
SCIENTIFIC SCIENTIFIC 
communication communication 
process process -- sillysilly

–– Thank youThank you
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