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First Ebola virus picture taken in 1976 
160,000 X magnification TEM image. 

The Transmission Electron microscope was the first electron microscope invented and 
is still one of the most powerful. 
It has been very instrumental in the identification of virus. 
All viruses have different shapes, sizes and characteristics. By identifying these criteria in the virus, 
doctors are able to effectively destroy or counter-act the virus. 
 
One of the major problems in the war against viruses is that they keep changing in morphology, thus 
making it difficult to eliminate them totally. 
 

Hepatitis B virus as viewed in a 
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The common  
influenza virus. 
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